FEMC Fact Sheet – 2010 Grant Making Cycle
How Much Money is Available for Grants? 

We expect that the FEMC will be awarded approximately $100,000 this year.  State legislation requires that 75 percent or $75,000 be awarded in grants and 25 percent or $25,000 be placed in permanent endowment.  The FEMC Board of Directors met in June and agreed to make financial awards to the three Mitchell County school districts and three “community-based” day care centers pending review of their plans for the funding.  

The FEMC will be awarding an estimated $80,000 in this year’s competitive grant making cycle.    
Can We Award the Foundation for the Enhancement of Mitchell County a Grant?

Yes, the Iowa Council of Foundations and the Iowa Department of Economic Development have agreed that an award can be made to each foundation not exceeding 5 percent of the state award.  The grant should be for a specific purpose such as philanthropy training and education or foundation promotion and development.  It is the plan to the FEMC to apply for a grant on their own behalf to support these identified items.
Who is Eligible? 

501(c)(3) tax-exempt, not-for-profit organizations

170(b) units of government organizations

Applicants must have completed projects that have received funding in last year’s grant making cycle and submitted required evaluation materials before applying for future funding.  

The three Mitchell County schools and three “community-based” day care centers already receiving FEMC funding for this fiscal year will NOT be eligible to apply 

What We Look For:

Examples: Projects that address significant community issues; present innovative, creative, and practical proposals which build on community strengths; develop the leadership potential of the community; involve the people served in the planning and implementation of the program, provide a plan for sustainability beyond the funding period, capital projects that impact a significant number of county residents 

What We Will Fund:

The FEMC offers grants in the following areas:  Health & Fitness; Environmental Quality; Community Development; and Life Learning
What We Do Not Fund:

Examples: ongoing project support and operating support; annual and capital campaigns; equipment unless it is essential for the program; budget deficit, endowments, individuals, recurring funds, religious purposes (this does not exclude grants to religious organizations for non-religious purposes)

How Much Can Be Funded?

Maximum Request: $5,000
I understand that this year bonus points are available.

Yes, we will be awarding 5 bonus points to all organizations that send an authorized representative to one of the four grant writing workshops being held in July.  

Grant Cycles – Timelines: 

July 13th –   
Grant Writing Workshops – 
July 14th
Osage – July 13th / 7:00 am / MCEDC offices / 509 State St.

Riceville – July 13th / 6:30 pm / City Hall


St.  Ansgar- July 14th / 5:30 pm / City Hall

Stacyville – July 14th / 7:00 pm / Nursing Home   
Starting July 15th 
Application materials available by contacting 641.732.4790, mcedc@osage.net, or on–line at www.mitchellcountyia.com 

September 20th
FEMC Applications due by 4:00pm
October 30th

FEMC awards made / 7:30 am / Cedar River Complex - Osage
Evaluation Criteria:

· Benefit to residents of the county

· Number of residents who will be affected

· Limitation on use of funds for capital or program expenditures

· Completeness of Application

· Identification of needs and how funds will address needs

· Collaborative relationships and matching funds (leverage)

Who Reviews the Grant Applications?

The FEMC board of directors reviews the grant applications according to a predetermined schedule.  The FEMC board of directors submits their recommendations for funding to the Iowa Community Affiliate Network C/O the Greater Des Moines Community Foundation Executive Committee for final action and disbursement of funds.

