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For Immediate Release- April 25, 2011
“Valent BioSciences Corporation Announces Plan to Construct Manufacturing Operation in Mitchell County”

Governor Terry Branstad, Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds, and Iowa Department of Economic Development Director Debi Durham joined community leaders and economic development professionals from across the North Central Iowa region as they welcomed representatives from Valent BioSciences Corporation to Mitchell County at a press conference event held Monday at the Cedar River Complex in Osage.  After conducting an international analysis of sites and opportunities, Valent BioSciences Corporation is pleased to announce that a location in Mitchell County has been selected for a new manufacturing operation for this worldwide biotechnology company.  

Michael Donaldson, Valent BioSciences President and CEO states “Over the last two years Valent BioSciences Corporation has been working on plans to relocate their manufacturing operations.  After reviewing an extensive list of options, we are excited about our plans to construct a state of the art fermentation manufacturing operation in the State of Iowa. For over 40 years the final step in the manufacture of VBC products has occurred in Osage at A to Z Drying, so the decision to locate and build the fermentation manufacturing operation adjacent to A to Z Drying was a great fit. The overall 73 acre campus will include offices, warehouses, and quality assurance laboratories in addition to the fermentation manufacturing facilities.  Over 90 jobs will be created as a result of this project.”  
In comments made at the press conference, Brenda Dryer, Executive Director for Mitchell County Economic Development explains, “It has indeed been our pleasure to work with representatives from Valent BioSciences Corporation over the last two years as they have moved through the site selection process.  I am so thankful to the partners that have come together in support of this economic development project: the State of Iowa, City of Osage, Mitchell County, Osage Municipal Utilities, Heartland Power Cooperative, Dairyland Power Cooperative, Mitchell County Enterprise Zone Commission, and the North Iowa Area Community College.  We share a common goal of bringing capital investment and high tech jobs to Iowa. Together we supported the needed infrastructure aspects of this large project. It took each and every one of us to make this happen, and today we can celebrate our efforts!”

During Monday’s event, Mr. Donaldson laid out the company’s plan.  The balance of 2011 will be dedicated to final design engineering.  Facility construction will begin in 2012.  Construction and plant commissioning will be completed in 2014.  The majority of hiring will begin in late 2013.  We are asking people with an early interest in employment opportunities to go to www.valentbiosciences.com where there will be regularly updated status postings of the hiring process.
Valent BioSciences Corporation’s foundation is in science and technology...bringing the power of naturally occurring and chemically derived, environmentally compatible pesticides and plant growth regulators to bear on solving problems – creating value – for their customers around the world. They do so in a manner that is sustainable for both the environment and industry. Their formulation expertise and product quality are regarded as "best-in-class" by their customers and industry peers.  

Valent BioSciences Corporation products enhance the productivity and quality of agricultural crops, keep mosquitoes from becoming nuisances or health concerns, and protect our forests from damaging insect pests. The active ingredients in many of their products are naturally occurring and, therefore, provide a key pest and quality management option working along side traditional chemical products. Valent BioSciences Corporation is proud of their commitment to environmentally friendly products that get the job done. 
Valent BioSciences Corporation, headquartered in Libertyville, Illinois, is a worldwide leader in the research, development and commercialization of low-risk, environmentally compatible technologies and products for the agricultural, public health, forestry and household insecticide markets. Valent BioSciences is an ISO 9001:2008 certified company providing biorational solutions to most markets around the world. For more information, visit www.valentbiosciences.com.
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