College and Career Fair provides local students options for future
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[bookmark: photos][bookmark: _GoBack]Osage and Riceville students perused the offerings of Iowa colleges, as well as job opportunities at local industries last Thursday at the CRC Events Center.
State Representative Josh Byrnes last Thursday told juniors and seniors from both Osage and Riceville High Schools that he realized that most of them would probably leave the local community for college after graduation.
But he said that was okay ... as long as they seriously consider coming back to Mitchell County when they were done with college.
Byrnes, who spoke at the 3rd College and Career Fair in Osage, sponsored by the Mitchell County Economic Development Commission, Mitchell County School Districts and the Cedar River Complex, encouraged youth not to ignore the future opportunities and successful lifestyle that can be found right in their own back yard.
Byrnes, a graduate of Riceville and a former Osage teacher, also said they needed to continue to break down the old barriers between local communities.
"Mitchell County has the third lowest unemployment rate in the state of Iowa, and right now, there are over 70 jobs open, ready to be filled," he said. "With the opening of Valent BioSciences here in the next few years, there will be dozens more high-paying jobs available right here at home."
Byrnes said that staying in Mitchell County or coming back to Mitchell County after college is a worthy idea to consider for many other reasons, such as family and quality of life.
He also pointed out the current opportunities that high school juniors and seniors in Mitchell County have that they may not realize.
"Just think about it - if you were in the Des Moines Community School District, you wouldn't have all the opportunities you have here," said Byrnes. "Many of you would be cut from sports teams and music programs. Here you can participate."
Byrnes added that Mitchell County Schools boast a 99 percent graduation rate. "Des Moines can't even get over 60 percent. That says something about the quality of life and quality of education here in Mitchell County."
Byrnes also pointed out the safety and support systems that exist in our local communities. "Crime is low and families are safe here," said Byrnes. "Did you know that in the entire 150-some years of Mitchell County, there has only been one murder recorded?"
Finally, Byrnes said that Mitchell County has great leaders now, but will need more in coming years.
"Developments like Valent BioSciences didn't happen by accident - and just look at this building we are in right now. All these things took a lot of work and a lot of leadership - they don't just happen."
"You can be our future leaders. So come back, start a business, get the job you want and have a lot of children - because that's what Mitchell County will need in the future," said Byrnes. "That's what we will need to grow our community."
According to Katie Rice of MCEDC, businesses in Mitchell County that currently had job openings were invited to join in the event, as well as several colleges from across


