For Immediate Release –April 21, 2010

Mitchell County College Students Wanted for Special “Make It Real Challenge” and Scholarship Opportunity!

The Mitchell County Economic Development Commission and the Mitchell County Microenterprise Initiative are pleased to announce a unique opportunity for students that have graduated from a Mitchell County high school in the last couple years.  They are hoping to attract creative, innovative and perhaps unconventional Mitchell County college students for this experience. 

According to Brenda Dryer, Executive Director for the Mitchell County Economic Development Commission, “We are looking for 12 talented and driven Mitchell County college-age students interested in the chance of a lifetime to work closely with a successful entrepreneur from Minneapolis in our own version of “The Apprentice”, the big difference – NO ONE GETS FIRED!  Students will work in one of four teams.  Each group will be assigned a separate business model to review and implement – team will be asked to draft a key “plan” as part of their assignment for the week. Our hope is that this will be a fun filled and challenging week and offer the students a worthwhile experience that will be something more than a resume filler.”
The guest entrepreneur and the “Make It Real Challenge – Entrepreneurial Adventure Week” facilitator will be Richard Anderson. Richard is a graduate of Marquette University and former DJ, public accountant, financial systems manager, corporate director of technology and now consultant and CEO of Next Level Café. 

“Being an entrepreneur wasn’t a choice, it was a calling.  It was the same calling my parents heard when they started their own company…the same calling my wife’s parents heard…the same calling my brother, aunt, brother-in-law and sister-in-laws heard when they all started their own companies; we all heard it.  Most of us are still running our own companies today. My greatest desire is to start up MORE new companies.  Entrepreneurs thrive on change, improvement and opportunity; my entrepreneurial spirit is as strong today as it was when I started my first company in college over 20 years ago” states Richard Anderson.  

The Entrepreneurial Adventure Week will help stimulate, refine and focus the minds of this generation’s up-and-coming entrepreneurs.  The week-long event will challenge participants to vet out the true opportunity, solve an underlying problem and forecast a sustainable business model.  Participants will learn the value of planning and strategy, competitive analysis, market analysis and pricing.

“Entrepreneurial Adventure Week” / The Mitchell County “Make It Real Challenge” ….Coming up with real business solutions to real business problems  will take place June 21st – June 25th, 2010.  All activities and events will take place in and around Mitchell County.  
There is no cost to the participants selected to participate in the program.  Meals, social events, a full week of activities, and daily prizes will all be provided.  This project has been funded in part by a grant to the Mitchell County Microenterprise Initiative.
Participants will be selected to serve on one of the following four teams:
TEAM A will be responsible for creating and delivering a SALES/MARKETING PLAN.  Strong candidates for this team will be interested in one or more of the following areas: 

1. Sales/Marketing

2. General Business/Management

3. Information Technology

4. Accounting/Finance

TEAM B’s primary deliverable would be to create an ARCHITECTURAL/TECHNICAL PLAN that would then be executed to build a new software program for a specific business sector.  Team B candidates should have an interest in one or more of the following areas:

1. Retail Operations

2. Information Technology – Application Development

3. Sales/Marketing

4. General Business/Management or Finance

Team C will be delivering a STRATEGIC PLAN focused on designing a BUSINESS MAKE-OVER for a LOCAL business that has untapped potential.  Team C would be comprised of participants with an interest in:

1. General Business/Management

2. Sales/Marketing

3. Operations/Distribution

4. Finance/Accounting
Our fourth team TEAM M (for MEDIA) would be enlisted to DOCUMENT the week’s activities, interview participants, create a video case study and to generate post-able results/findings from the week.  Team M would be comprised of 3 participants who are interested in:

1. Videography/Photography

2. Public Relations/Marketing

3. Graphical/Digital Media

4. Printing/Publishing

5. Website development
Participants will present their plans to Mitchell County representatives from the banking, economic development, education, and community on Friday, June 25th.  

In addition to the above perks for participating in the program, participants will have the chance to win one of three $1,000 scholarships (names will be drawn randomly at the end of the week from those that complete the experience). 

Students interested in this opportunity should contact the Mitchell County Economic Development Commission offices (641.732.4790 or mcedc@osage.net) by Friday, May 21st.  
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